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size=-1><br/>President Donald Trump®s false accusations that voter fraud denied him
reelection are causing escalating confrontations in swing states across the country, leading to
threats of violence against officials in both parties and subverting even the most routine steps in
the electoral process. <br/> <br/>In Arizona on Wednesday, the Democratic secretary of state,
Katie Hobbs, issued a statement lamenting the €consistent and systematic undermining of
trust@ in the elections and called on Republican officials to stop @perpetuating misinformation.
€ She described threats against her and her family in the aftermath of Joe Biden@s victory over
Trump in her state. <br/> <br/>In Georgia, where Biden holds a narrow lead that is expected to
stand through a recount concluding Wednesday night, Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, a
Republican, has said he, too, received menacing messages. He also said he felt pressured by
Sen. Lindsey Graham, a close Trump ally and the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
to search for ways to disqualify votes. In Pennsylvania, statehouse Republicans on Wednesday
advanced a proposal to audit the state®s election results that cited @a litany of
inconsistencies® € a move Democrats described as obstructionist and unnecessary given
Trump®s failure to present any evidence in court of widespread fraud or other problems.
Republicans in Wisconsin filed new lawsuits Wednesday in the state@s two biggest counties,
seeking a recount. Biden reclaimed both states after Trump won them in 2016. <br/>
<br/>Nowhere was the confusion and chaos more evident than in Michigan on Tuesday night,
when two Republican members of the canvassing board in Wayne County, which includes
Detroit, initially refused to certify election results, pointing to minor recording discrepancies. It
was a stunningly partisan move that would have potentially disenfranchised hundreds of
thousands of voters from a predominantly Black city, and after a stream of public backlash, the
two board members reversed their votes and agreed to certify. <br/> <br/> <br/> <br/> <br/>
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